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instances may be true, but one might as well argue
that all clever arithmeticians are idiots because the
most remarkable ready reckoner I ever met could do
nothing but reckon. These one-sided minds are all
very rare and exceptional cases. Where there is some
incredible feat of memory in a feeble mind, it very
often happens that the mind not having been gradu-
ally trained to retain, was stretched and exhausted by
its effort. GEOKGE BOEBQW tells us of a common
Spaniard who thus destroyed his intellect by forcing
his mind to retain a long poem in a language which
he imperfectly understood. Young men at college
sometimes improve their memories at the expense of
their judgments or imaginations. These instances of
minds ruined by overcharged memories only prove
that they were not strengthened and trained before-
hand to carry so much.

I have read a remarkable and a probably authentic
case of a man who, owing to an accident or injury to
nis brain, became, after his health was recovered, feeble-
minded, with the exception of his memory, which
developed to a prodigious extent, so that he could
repeat whole volumes after a single reading. But to
argue from this against developing the memory would
be entirely illogical, I have known an instance ia
which a young girl had been so trained by unprincipled
and vulgar parents to exert only self-will and clever
ness, that everything like truth, morality* or immaaiiy
had almost entirely disappeared. I have known another
whose legs being crippled, all their mtiacttlar strength
had gone to the arms. But neither of these cases
would prove that young people should not be taught
self-reliance, or that the ams need not be developed